Johnson County Temporary Planning & Zoning Commission

Minutes: July 1, 2008

ATTENDANCE: All townships were represented except Madison (3rd time with no representation), Rosehill, Chilhowee, Hazel Hill, Post Oak and Grover (the farmers were in the fields).

The Minutes of the June 17 meeting were approved with two corrections (Donna Matthews, Ray Raynes):

· Under attendance, it was noted that this was the second meeting (not month) with no representative from Madison township.

· The homework assignment for the July 1 meeting was Principles 6, 7 and 11 (not 8).

OLD BUSINESS

Legal review: The leadership team is still waiting for proposals from attorneys before taking the questions and draft answers to the County Commissioners.

NEW BUSINESS

Schedule for next four months:

July 14


Goals & objectives on Principles 2 and 3, the agricultural issues

August 5

Goals & objectives on Principles 1,4 & 5; start on maps

August 19

Preliminary/draft plan

August/September
County outreach meetings on draft plan

September

Public hearing on draft plan

October

Adoption of plan

Township meetings: discussed whether meetings should be in each township or consolidated. Agreed to have four to six meetings, scattered throughout the county. Noted that KMZU (the farm station) is receiving our press releases/announcements. Get other ideas for publicity to Georgia.

Developing goals: Doug said as we look at each principle to develop goals, we should always keep in mind: “What do we want our county to be?”  Noting that there are already some state regulations that govern health, emergency (floods, etc) and some other public safety issues, we can create zoning regulations that are more restrictive, if that’s what we need to make our county the way we want it to be.

There was a question on who votes on decisions about specific zoning, and Doug reviewed the process with us. The purpose of our Temporary P&Z Commission is to develop a comprehensive plan, which will include goals, objectives & strategies—all policy level, and a future land use plan, which is not specific as to zoning on individual tracts of land. Then we develop the zoning regulations and a more detailed map of what is always allowed in individual tracts. (Note: this has nothing to do with Eminent Domain.) We recommend this plan and zoning to the County Commissioners, who decide whether or not to send it back to us if they want changes and on to the public for a vote when they think it is ready. 

Later the Permanent P & Z Commission will review requests to change zoning on specific tracts, for specific purposes, and make recommendations to the County Commissioners, who make the final decision.

We then went on to develop goals and objectives for Principles 6, 7 and 11.

#6: Location of commercial and industrial activity: The goal is to have such activities in areas that will be suitable for the business and for community needs. Objectives include regulating design, ensuring compatibility with surrounding land use, addressing traffic and safety factors and appropriate signage. Doug noted that commercial and industrial development will pay the same amount of county taxes whether inside or outside a city. Some places have plans that encourage industrial development within cities.

# 7: Adult entertainment businesses: Commissioners agreed that additional such businesses should be discouraged, although by law they cannot be prohibited. Discussed pros and cons of locating such businesses on or away from major highways and setting distances from other types of development and each other. Doug will try to make sense of our discussion.

#8: Requirements for street construction:  Goals include requiring access to improved county raods, providing adequate entryways and cul de sacs for emergency and service vehicles and school buses.

Our homework assignment for July 15 was to think about goals and objectives on Principles 2 & 3.

We discussed meeting format and agreed that visitors will all sit away from the main tables, and have an opportunity to comment toward the end of the meeting but not during the primary discussion of the issues.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.

