Johnson County Planning & Zoning Commission (JCPZC)
Minutes: January 22, 2008

 

Attendance--see attached list. Every township except Madison had a delegate and/or alternate present.

 

The minutes of the December 4, 2007 meeting were approved as written (Matthews, Colwell).

 

The agenda was approved with the addition of the issues of meeting space added under New Business.

 

Old Business 
Tracey infroduced the Planning Assistance Team of herself (Johnson County Economic Development Corporation), Georgia Stuart-Simmons (University of MO Extension Service, Randy White (Pioneer Regional Planning Council), and Doug Hermes, formerly acting Director of the RPC and now under contract with Johnson County to staff the JCPZC. Collectively they will provide technical assistance, research and drafting to support the JCPZC's planning efforts.

 

Doug Hermes introduced a draft outline of a process and timeline that can produce a Plan and Zoning document to submit to the County Commission by January 2008 for certification for the April 2008 election. The outline calls for 10 months to be spent on strategic planning, research, gathering input from the citizens from throughout Johnson County, reviewing a draft plan with the citizens, holding public hearings on the plan, and finally, in October, adopting a plan. The draft Zoning Ordinance and maps would be developed in October and November to implement the goals in the plan, and feedback would be gathered through county-side "town hall" meetings. The entire process will be highly visible so the public is kept informed.

 

Discussion focused on the date for the election. Concern was expressed that a vote in April might hurt school bond issues, but April is an advantage in that election costs can be shared. We decided that the Commissioners were the ones who should discuss this issue with the schools. The planning process outline and timeline were approved unanimously (Smarr, Carter), to submit to the County Commission for their approval.

Tracy announced that the County Commission has allocated $25,000 for expenses related to our planning and public meetings, as well as the contract with Pioneer RPC for Doug Hermes contract. Donna Matthews, Kenny Smarr and Jane VanSant will meet to draft a budget to bring to the next meeting.

Tracy introduced the strategic planning process, and the Commission members broke into three subgroups. Each group brainstormed major assets and disadvantages of various places/businesses/etc. within the county. The final list included Whiteman Air Force base, Powell Gardens, conservation areas, the airport, Fairgrounds, Katy Trail extension, fire stations, and more as assets; junkyards, adult entertainment district, blighted areas/poorly managed subdivisions, etc as negatives, and some places like the Holden Power plant as neutral, having both advantages and disadvantages.

Doug said at the next meeting, the disadvantages will be discussed, whether the problems are serious enough that the plan and zoning ordinance should address them.

The meeting location and other options were discussed. The Commission voted unanimously that for now, the present location is sufficient but that if observers begin attending, it will move, probably to the Community Center (Carter, Smarr).

Jane was asked to send two notices a month, and Tracy will post the agenda at the Courthouse. Tracy will be our primary contact between meetings.

The next meeting will be February 5, 7 pm at Emergency Management. Commission members were asked to survey service clubs, businesses, and subdivisions in each township and bring the information to the February 5 meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.

